CHAPTER  XIV
DIVINE  FECUNDITY1

NOTE

THE following paper was suggested by reading the comments
of the Italian religious press apropos of the recent earthquake
at Messina. I give two or three specimens that speak for
the rest.

The Osservatore Romano finds it " comforting and more
befitting our dignity to believe that these forces, and the laws
that govern them, are held in hand by a supreme Will that
can change and reverse their courses," as against the " blind
materialism," which delivers God from all responsibility of
willing or deliberately permitting such evil. The Unita
Cattolica says that " Faith, Earthquakes, and Tidal waves
assure us sufficiently that God exists and makes Himself felt.
And, if He punishes the innocent with the guilty, He does
not on that account cease to be a most loving Father; for
Faith tells us that the wicked are justly punished, while at
the same time the innocent are rewarded. It tells us, more-
over, that God punishes men that they may repent." The
Berico, of Vicenza, tells us: " In such an hour of fear and
anguish, when naturally we feel our misery and our absolute
dependence on a Great Master, it is desolating to hear men
speaking of scientific causes, of natural forces, of a relentless

1 This was the title of a lecture delivered to "The Quest Society" in
Kensington Town Hall on March 25, 1909. It next made its appearance,
somewhat abbreviated, in The Quest magazine of October 1909, and is
here published for the first time in its entirety. The present editor has

transferred the "Note" from the end of the article to its commencement.
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